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Dear Redbridge Transitioners 
I hope you enjoy this edition of the Transition Redbridge newsletter… {and sorry for 
extending over 3 pages, it was taking too long to edit!} 
Seeds for Snaresbrook: Bees Rule OK on Station Parade 
On the morning of Monday 
September 22nd green-
fingered members of 
Wanstead and Woodford 
Friends of the Earth came to 
Station Parade, Snaresbrook, 
armed with forks, trowels and 
watering cans. There they 
held a two-hour planting 
party, digging over and 
seeding the street’s tree-pits 
with bee-friendly wildflowers. 
This autumn sowing will give 
the flowers the best possible 
chance to survive and thrive 
in the summer of 2015. 
Friends of the Earth led a second sowing session on Wednesday September 24th.   
Seeds for Snaresbrook is an award-winning Olympic Legacy Project devised by Wanstead 
and Woodford Friends of the Earth and supported by the London Borough of Redbridge. 
The aim of the project is to support a healthy bee and pollinator population by seeding all 
the suitable street tree-pits in Snaresbrook Ward in partnership with local residents and 
businesses.  
Ann Williams, long–term resident of Gordon Road and co-coordinator of Wanstead and 
Woodford Friends of the Earth, said: “I have lived in Snaresbrook Ward for over a quarter of 
a century and am proud and excited to be supporting the bees and other pollinators. This 
week is the Bee Cause Campaign’s National Week of Action, and to celebrate this, we at 
Friends of the Earth are making a big effort to seed every single suitable tree-pit along 
Wanstead High Street.” 
To sign up to Seeds for Snaresbrook or to join Wanstead and Woodford Friends of the 
Earth, visit www.foe.co.uk/wanstead and apply via the contact form.   
If you would like to promote a project like this in your own area, please contact us using the 
details at the bottom of this newsletter and we’ll see if we can assist. 
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Living Streets Audits  
It was suggested that I write an article about the Living Streets audit of the Commonwealth 
Estate.  Surprised that one even existed, I set about reading it and found it to be an 
excellent summary of issues that existed in the area in 2011 when it was written.  Living 
Streets has been campaigning for better pedestrian environments since 1929 as the 
Pedestrian Association to make the streets you live, work, shop and play in safe, attractive 
and enjoyable spaces and has worked with local people to promote recommendations and 
improvements for several parts of Redbridge including Wanstead and Manford Way.   
Recommendations for the Commonwealth 
Estate centre around the need to improve the 
route from Ilford Town Centre to Valentines Park 
as the ‘key walking route’ through the estate and 
provide a number of practical solutions such as 
promoting ‘Big Clean Ups’, planting bulbs, 
planters, pots and hanging baskets as well as 
promoting street trees in the pavement (or new 
build outs to protect the walking area), 
enhancements to street signs, promotion of an 
annual street party and lobbying for new and 
better crossing points and a pedestrianised area 
outside the school. 
Some of these recommendations have been taken on board and my walking route is 
personally enhanced by the widened and better lit path over Hainault Bridge.  Some work 
still needs to be done.  This sort of work can be one of the focuses of Transition Redbridge 
groups across the borough, whether through work with the Council or communities 
assuming their right to make change. 
‘£4’ Scheme – Funding for Trees 
As the Living Streets audit of the Commonwealth 
Estate identifies, trees can make an important 
contribution to the quality of the environment in 
our residential and urban areas.  With the loss of 
trees in our front gardens, replaced with a barren 
sea of concrete or mosaic tiling, there is an ever 
greater need to take any opportunities to plant 
trees where they will be free to grow.  The 
choice of tree (or large shrub) is key, particularly 
in small spaces but there is usually a solution.   
The Redbridge 'pound for pound' scheme can help with the funding for planting new trees. 
Under this scheme, Redbridge Council can contribute 50% to the cost of supplying and 
planting trees in your area. Applications can be for a single tree or for larger tree planting 
schemes. 
Any individual, group or organisation can apply to the 'pound for pound' tree planting 
scheme on private or public land.  If you would like to plant a tree or would like to promote a 
wider reaching community based planting project, contact 
planning.enquiry@redbridge.gov.uk / 020 8708 2175 to see if this scheme can assist. 
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Job Opportunity at Organic Ilford 
Organic Ilford (OI) has two exiting posts available for ‘Box 
Scheme Manager’ and ‘Marketing Manager’.  If you haven’t come 
across OI before well, where have you been?  OI is a community-
led social enterprise supplying fresh organic, seasonal veg bags, 
fruits, jams and eggs from small-scale farmers directly to the local 
community.  If you would like to join this exciting and burgeoning 
venture, you will need to get your applications in by Friday 3rd 
October. 
Barkingside Light Night 
Barkingside Light Night was a huge success (though I do say so myself!), with a wide range 
of performances, activities and stalls for people of all ages and tastes.  Both a celebration of 
community involvement, particularly through 
Barkingside 21, in developing a town centre 
regeneration programme with the creation of 
a new town square, now revealed to be 
called ‘Ken Aston Square’ after the famous 
local referee, and a celebration of local talent, 
the event featured a thrilling and glamorous 
beauty show promoted by Studio MG, 
performances of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ 
featuring local school children from Fullwood, 
Gearies and John Bramston Primary 
Schools, who also contributed to the 500 or 
so lanterns which adorned the square and 
the High Street, circus performances from 
highly renowned troupe ‘Poi’ and local musicians including Redbridge Music Lounge and 
rock group The Novelty. 
Upcoming Events 
The next Transition Redbridge social will be on 6th October at 7.30pm at The Great Spoon 
of Ilford followed by the Fairlop Oak on Wednesday 5th November.  The last event at the 
George was a great success and it would be lovely to see you at either of the next events.  
We are also making preparations for the Transition Town Redbridge Summit which will be at 
the RAFA club on Saturday 25th October. If you’d like to help with the summit or support 
TTR in other ways, we are grateful for new volunteers. You can also visit the RAFA club for 
jazz every Thursday evening starting at around 8pm. 
We look forward to catching up with you soon.  If you would like any further information or 
have queries, please contact me, Matt at mmaple@mattmaple.magic-shoes.co.uk or Steve 
at e.mailstrom@riseup.net.  


